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Literary Reading Experience as a Means for
Enhancing HOTs

DR J. John Sekar

Abstract--- The need for English literature teaching in
technical institutions becomes imperative in the changing
global scenario that is increasingly becoming
multilingual and multicultural. Technocrats  who
command machines and systems created by the human
brain need to be distinguished from these gadgets. They
are thinking beings capable of making decisions on the
spur of the moment because they are not programmed the
way machines have been. English language teachers with
a very strong base in English literature can play a vital
role in the acquisition of critical thinking skills and
human values. English language teachers in such
technical institutions need to re-invent their role from
being a mere ‘facilitator’ of language skills or being
‘high priests’ of ethics through explication of literary
texts to becoming a ‘catalyst’ in the formative process of
the young technocrats’ affective and cognitive domains
through exposure to appropriate literary texts. Thi
paper examines the role of English language teac
through literature and the complementary rol
humanities and sciences in the formation
technocrats, who should be intellectually bri
honest, and spiritually inspiring.

Keywords---Higher order thinking
English, contemporary youth ficti
and critical thinking skills

. INTRODUCTION

AJORITY of English language

technical institutions and their engineering students
are not satisfied with the English language curriculum
meant for them. This perception is caused by three major
factors. One, most teachers of English have a very strong
literature background even at the research level and lack
the expertise in handling ESP courses that many technical
universities in the country claim to offer. Two, student
population is heterogeneous in the sense that some of
them are reasonably strong in English and many others
are not so. Third, the ‘“Technical English syllabus’ is

Dr J. John Sekar, MA, MPhil, PGDTE (CIEFL), PGDHE
(IGNOU), PGDCE (UH), PhD, Head & Associate, Professor, Research
Department of English, Dean, Academic Policies & Administration, The
American College. MADURAI - 625 002. INDIA. Email:
jjohnsekar@gmail.com

unchallenging and unproductive not only for students but
also for the teachers. The English curriculum seems to be
the repetition of General English Curriculum that is
followed both at the secondary level and in most Arts and
Science stream at the tertiary level. Strictly speaking,
there is nothing special and different about “Technical
English.’”

and technology whose medium is
English  wor, . On the other hand, these
need what is called ‘thinking
or ‘survival skills’ so that they

skills’ o

ization. After all, technocrats are not
ills alone, but life skills that make

713) puts it: “While the importance of
development has become widespread, students'
nce on measures of higher-order thinking ability

and attitudes of effective thinking.” When students
develop higher order thinking skills, they will be clever,
wise, smart, and brilliant. Of course, the acquisition of
them does not undermine knowledge acquired in core
areas. Both complement each other. There are two types
of thinking skills: critical and creative. They should use
them every day in their life and they should comprehend
and appreciate these two skills. Arguably, it involves two
domains: cognitive (understanding them) and affective
(responding to them).

1. METHOD

The principal aim of the present investigation is to
establish that English literature can be exploited in
technical institutions for the development of critical and
creative skills. An added value in this attempt is that
teaching of the English literature also appeals to the
learners’ cognitive and affective domains as well. Thus,
there need not be any dichotomy between cognitive and
affective domains of the learners. Two hypotheses were
constructed for the study. They are:

1. Literature can be an ideal means to teach critical
and creative skills

ISBN 978-93-85477-83-6
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2. Teaching thinking skills via literature can produce

better, more creative and critical thinkers.

Two methods were used to elicit data for the study:
feedback and the examination of current syllabus
followed in the technical institutions. The students of
technical institutions were contacted through the social
media, Facebook (fb) which is increasingly used by the
college-going youths. The present researcher is
maintaining a separate Page on English Language Usage
at
https://www.facebook.com/prof.jjohnsekar/?ref=bookmar
ks and 1400 plus users have liked it and 300+ users on
average visit this Page daily though certain postings
attract more than 1000 fb users. They were asked if they
would like/mind English novels and short stories being
part of ‘Technical English’ for reading and refection in
the class on varied life themes. 93 out of 102 users
contacted responded. Consequently, the current syllabus,
followed by 600 plus engineering colleges in the state of
Tamil Nadu as designed by Anna University to which
they are all affiliated, was examined in terms of contents,
the books prescribed and recommended, aims and
objectives of two sequential courses titled “Technical
English,” teaching methods and testing patterns. Extracts
are given in the Appendix A.

1l. RESULTS

Two courses on Technical English offered b
University in the first year focus on all the
skills of English and they are no way diffe
aims and objectives of General English cours
the course materials do not match wit
units of the courses of study. Con
innumerable items are difficult toyt
60 hours a semester each an@

formatting of journal article, rea form
journals, project reports, interpretations , and so
on. Above all, the course title is a misno The survey

administered on fb reveals that majority o gineering
college students find their English courses neither useful,
nor challenging, nor interesting. They also believe that
they could enhance thinking skills and human values
through the exploitation of English literature.

conversing, discussing, role-
playing, (re-)writing,
summarizing, negotiating,
presenting and so on

5 Reading literature can trigger 88
students’ innovative thinking and
creative expression

6 Ability to determine authenticity | 64
& accuracy can be developed
through English curriculum

7 It is absolutely essential for 97
youths to understand the human
nature

8 Higher order skills such as 95

applying, analyzing, and
synthesizing need to be
integrated into curriculum

9 Learning experience in English 79
Id be complementary to
gingering course classes

75 25

S.No | Statement A DA | DK
(%) | (%) | (%)
1 Technical English syllabus is
challenging & useful
2 The English courses are
interesting
3 Some simple literary pieces like 64

poems, short stories, and short
novels of contemporary interest
can be prescribed

4 Literary pieces can be used in the | 91
class for various activities like

ould be to develop their ability to
ritical, and reflective thought since it
e educated, a requirement for responsible
ip in a democratic society, and an employability
a wide range of professions. Robinson (1987:

f students are to function successfully in a highly
technical society, then they must be equipped with
lifelong learning and thinking skills necessary to acquire
and process information in an ever-changing world.

Though the relevance or importance of humanities is
apparently undermined, inculcation of thinking skills
through such subjects assumes importance in the context
of modern technology and fast-paced change that
characterize modern life irrespective of differences in
geography, topography, culture, and language. After all,
the aim of higher education has radically changed from
imparting information to inculcation of critical and
creative skills for better living conditions. Gough (1991)
succinctly states:

Perhaps most importantly in today's information age,
thinking skills are viewed as crucial for educated persons
to cope with a rapidly changing world. Many educators
believe that specific knowledge will not be as important
to tomorrow's workers and citizens as the ability to learn
and make sense of new information.

Historically speaking, the West conquered Nature for
the material well-being of human life on earth through
certain movements and events like the renaissance,

ISBN 978-93-85477-83-6
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Reformation, the Enlightenment, and the constant
revisiting of classical views of life and letters down the
ages in the form of classicism, humanism, liberalism,
romanticism, new humanism, modernism, and post-
modernism. Human science has always coexisted with
natural science. It is the secret of the success of the West.

Humanists believe that literature study makes us better
human beings, puts us in touch with human values and
dilemmas, and helps us understand the human condition.
They also understand literature reading as close reading
and interpreting, analysing and arguing, and writing
essays that have a clear thesis and strong supporting
evidence. Humanism is a world-view or perspective that
rejects anything supernatural as an explanation for
existing phenomena. Rather than seeing the world as
governed by some sort of divine spirit, like a god, which
is the source of and reason for everything that happens,
humanism argues that what humans can observe with
their senses can be explained by human investigation and
thought. This view has formed the basis for what
became, in the Western world, the concept of ‘science.’
It is an idea that observation and deduction are sufficient
means for understanding how the world works and how
things happen, without reference to any kind of divine or
extra-human power. Norris (1985: 44) sums up:

Having a critical spirit is as important as thinkin
critically. The critical spirit requires one to think criti
about all aspects of life, to think critically about o

Human mind is a supreme power of kno
creation, and it is therefore someti

of English literature in ELL classes for aestheti

purposes
that are no way different from those of English literature

classes pedagogically.  When the methodology of
teaching English as a second language continued to be a
perennial problem, they considered the use of English
literature  for the promotion of the learners’
communicative competence.  Unfortunately, teachers
were not well-equipped to handle literary texts for
language learning purposes. Thus, English language
classroom continued to be a traditional classroom with
teachers imparting information—about the author, the
background to the text, the particular literary conventions
that inform the text and so on. Learners were somehow
expected to acquire the ability to make something out of
the text on their own. Teachers wasted learners’ precious
little time in a massive process of explanation or

translation. There was little room for either learners’ own
responses or their involvement. Personal investment of
time and effort or collective responsibility was minimal.
In a nut shell, it continued to be a teacher-centred
approach that encouraged detailed comprehension of the
texts.

When the use of English literature in English language
learning classes can be considered for the acquisition of
thinking skills, the aims underlying such an approach
should be to stimulate learners’ desire to read and to
encourage their responses that would sharpen their
creative and critical thinking skills. The nature of
literature is such that it demands a response from readers.
Reading is a process wherein fewer answers are given
than questions raised. A literary text causes the reader to
experience. This demand makes the literary text singular.
will enrich the personal and professional
Readers here are young tech-savvy
es. They need to equip themselves
ive and cognitive domains so that
aningful citizens in a democracy.
creative writing, discussions,
any other enjoyable student-
n be successfully employed for the
ally, students lack higher order skills
necessary for employability. Norris
affirms that “Critical thinking ability is not
2ad. Most students do not score well on tests that
ability to recognize assumptions, evaluate
ts, and appraise inferences.” Hence, learners
d learn to express and value their own responses and
experiences so that language improvement will become a
hidden curriculum.

life of the
engineering

Any literary text that appeals to the cognitive and
affective domains of the teen age engineering college
students can be exploited for the teaching of thinking
skills directly. Ristow (1988: 44) believes that “a great
deal of the research currently being reported indicates that
the direct teaching of creative skills can produce better,
more creative thinkers.” For instance, Shakespearean
plays can be thought of as ideal materials for the inclusion
in English language classes. Many plays are available on
records or cassettes these days for listening exercises.
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet since its theme—Ilove
in a setting torn by civil strife—is universal and still very
poignant and relevant today. The language of love and
the concepts and conventions that underlie it can be
exploited. Students can discuss what ‘love’ means and
how it is expressed in their own cultures. Students can
discuss how the play would make sense if the lovers had
a chance to use social media. Beyth-Marom, et al.
(1987: 216) recommend thinking skills for making good
choices: “Thinking skills are necessary tools in a society
characterized by rapid change, many alternatives of
actions, and numerous individual and collective choices

ISBN 978-93-85477-83-6
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and decisions.” For instance, the questionnaire evolved
by Collier & Slater (1987: 175) for students to decide
and discuss after reading the play is worth experimenting
here:

V. ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE

NATURE OF LOVE.

1. Which of the following statements comes closest
to your idea of what love is.
i Love is a paradise.
i Love is hell Vi
iii. Love is a disease.
iv. Love is a state of madness.
2 Love is a religion
Vi. Love is an all-consuming fire
Vii. Love is a kind of warfare
viii. Love is an ephemeral nonsense.
ix. Love is------

2. How important, how valuable is it for you?
Which of the following sentences comes closest
to your opinion?

i The most important thing, the only
valuable thing in the world.

ii. A good thing, but not the only go
thing in the world

iii. A mixed blessing

iv. A disaster: it always ends
tragedy

V. A pleasant illusion, cloak
reality of sex.

Vi. An unpleasa
our idea o
sexes

3. If you love someone, what

likely to compare him or her to?
i a flower: ----
ii. a bird: ----
iii. an animal; ----
iv. a celestial body: ----
V. a part of nature -----
Vi. something else: ----
4. If a man loves a woman, this is how he behaves:
i. Writes poems to her
ii. Sends her flowers and gifts
iii. Weeps and sighs if she doesn’t
respond
iv. Acts in a manly, masterful way
V. Conceals his love
5. If awoman loves a man, this is how she behaves:

i Gives him gifts

Pretends to love someone else
Conceals her love

Tells him about it

Sighs and weeps if he doesn’t pay

attention to her.

Another activity can be asking students to answer the
following questions, supporting their answer in each case
with a quotation from the ‘balcony scene’ (11.2). If they
haven’t got an appropriate quotation, they can ask a
classmate. (P.182)

WHICH OF THE TWO LOVERS IS MORE PRACTICAL? R/J

Is more imaginative?

Is more attached to his/her family?

Is more extravagant in speech?

rful of the consequences of their love?

all groups or pairs study the
ies, they are unconsciously
and creative thinking skills.
(1990), creative thinking is “a novel
ding things that is characterized by four
LUENCY (generating many ideas),
ILITY (shifting perspective easily),
ALITY (conceiving of something new), and
DRATION (building on other ideas). Similarly,
thinking is characterized by “the process of
determining the authenticity, accuracy, or value of
something; characterized by the ability to seek reasons
and alternatives, perceive the total situation, and change
one's view based on evidence.”

Teachers can think of short stories, short novels,
poems, one-act plays, or any other genre that deals with
students’ interest in contemporary happenings around
them.

Engineering college student need not be always be
exposed to classics in which teachers may be interested,
but to contemporary classics that appeal to students’ heart
in terms of narratology and themes for treatment.
Contemporary youth fiction can be used as a powerful
tool for critical and creative discussion on the issues that
matter to them. For instance, Chetan Bhagat’s
Revolution 2020 realistically discuss the corruption in
establishment of technical educational institution and
functioning of apex technical bodies who are supposed to
keep up standards. Arvind Adiga’s White Tiger deals
with corruption in society while portraying two Indias: of
darkness and of light. Manu Joseph’s Serious Men deals
with caste-ridden Indian society that includes scientific
community with corruption and sexual exploitation. Q &

ISBN 978-93-85477-83-6
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A by Vikas Swarup that was adapted into a movie
“Slumdog Millionaire” that won many Oscar awards
deals with a very interesting character Ram Mohammed
Thomas whose life is full of question that need answers.
How do engineering graduate students react to such
question? Preeti Shenoy’s Life is What You Make it and
Ravider Singh’s | Too had a Love Story deal with the
theme of love. Love @ Facebook by Nikita Singh is
perhaps is the first novel where facebook becomes a
dominant background for love to happen and it deals with
how the youths are addicted to Facebook, the massive
social networking site.

VII.  SUGGESTIONS
Here are a few suggestions for further reflection:

1. English teachers should train themselves in
innovative  exploitation of their literary
knowledge whereby they should be capable of
creating innumerable classroom student-centred
activities for enhancing learners’ creative and
critical thinking skills. Initially, they can make it
a department work since it calls for much
planning and execution.

2. Teachers must read and write research articles on
contemporary youth fiction so that meaningf
discussion can be initiated without any ‘guilt’
the sense of their accumulated doub
contemporary youth fiction constitutes
of ‘literature’ in the Aristotelian sense.

3. Students should be prepared to at
courses in English conducted outsid
hour so that language defici
hindrance to their activitie

4. Course materials need
in mind the paradigm shift
the aims and objectives of the

5. Grammar and skills teaching s
an integrated manner through acti
students’ higher order skills.

VIIL. CONCLUSIONS

The aims and objectives of ESP courses in
Engineering colleges should be the enhancement of
creative and critical thinking skills through the
exploitation of English literature  rather than
communicative competency in terms of four basic macro
skills of the language. English teachers train themselves
in materials production from literary texts instead of
building bridges between the world and the word, and
moral policing. Technology can also be harvested for the
purpose of inculcation of higher order skills. Teachers’
mindset ought to change first. Both the hypotheses stand
validated. The need of the hour for engineering colleges
is to produce young technocrats, who should be

intellectually bright, ethically honest, spiritually inspiring,
creatively adept, critically sharp, and materially rich.
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CHNICAL ENGLISH |

all students of engineering and

e ogy develop their basic communication

skills in English.

To give special emphasis to the development of

speaking skills amongst the students of

engineering and technology students.

e To ensure that students use the electronic media
such as interne and supplement the learning
materials used in the classroom.

e To inculcate the habit of reading for pleasure.

TECHNICAL ENGLISH 11

OBJECTIVES

e To make learners acquire listening and speaking
skills in both formal and informal contexts.

e To help them develop their reading skills by
familiarizing them with different types of
reading strategies.

e To equip them with writing skills needed for
academic as well as workplace contexts.

e To make them acquire language skills at their
own pace by using e-materials and language lab
components.

OUTCOMES
Learners should be able to
e speak convincingly, express their opinions

clearly, initiate a discussion, negotiate, argue
using appropriate communicative strategies.
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o write effectively and persuasively and produce
different types of writing such as narration,
description, exposition and argument as well as
creative, critical, analytical and evaluative
writing.

o read different genres of texts, infer implied
meanings and critically analyse and evaluate
them for ideas as well as for method of
presentation.

o listen/view and comprehend different spoken
excerpts critically and infer unspoken
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WhatsApp: An Informal Channel of learning
English Language Skills
Dr. D. Praveen Sam

Abstract--- The increased popularity of social 2.12.1663, 10S: 2.16.1, Symbian: 2.12.382, Nokia S40

networking sites and mobile apps in general has led to
uptake in education. In this paper, literature reporting the
use of WhatsApp for acquiring language skills by tertiary
level learners has been critically reviewed with a
particular emphasis on learning outcomes. This paper
also presents pedagogical implications of students using
WhatsApp for various discussions, and an insight into the
learning strategies of using WhatsApp as an informal
channel of learning English language skills. As far as
learning platforms are concerned, one of the effective
models of teaching is flipped model of teaching.
Vindications underlying these observations were
analysed, and factors contributing to successful uses of
WhatsApp are discussed. Also, it has been hypothesized
that how WhatsApp can provide a viable support to the
learners in their active participation in online discussion
forums. However, the scarcity of adequate research in
this area and the fragmented nature of the curren
information make it difficult to draw firm conclusions
is recommend that further research should focus
systematic and in-depth examinations buildi
existing findings documented here.

Keywords---  social  networking;
WhatsApp; English language skills; i
flipped model

mob

l. INTRODUCTION

HE incorporation of mobile devi

mobile phones, into the teaching-learnin
risen considerably. Teledensity, according to the data
published by International Telecommunication Union, is
73.32%, and the total number of mobile phone
subscribers is 875.48 million. There are several mobile
communication & learning apps which could be
downloaded to a mobile phone free of cost has resulted in
the rapid increase in the number of users.

WhatsApp, a Smartphone application, was developed
by WhatsApp Inc. and the first version was released in the
year 2010. This application is compatible with various
operating systems such as Android: 2.16.16, BlackBerry:

Dr. D. Praveen Sam, Assistant Professor of English, SSN College of
Engineering,  Chennai. E-mail:  praveensamd@ssn.edu.in &
praveen.samphd@gmail.com

devices: 2.12.68, Windows Phone: 2.16.14 and so on. The
purpose of this application set by the developers was to
replace the existing SMS platform for a system that is free
of charge in an advertisement free environment.
WhatsApp includes a variety of functions such as text
messages, images attachments, audio files, video files,
and web links. Over the last five years, the application has
become very popular. It has gained over 350 million users
and is ratedtthe most downloaded application in 127
countries ( 013). According to Tzuk (2013),

. tsApp enables communication
Dssesses a Smartphone with internet
his application installed.

any features in this application that make
|Ie One of the features is the option to create
eachers can create a group for their students that
e a type of “simple social network” for the class
er, 2013). This helps in conducting discussions
among specific groups of people. The person who created
the group becomes the administrator, and he can also
make other members in the group administrators. Only
administrator can add or delete a contact. In terms of
usability, all members in the group enjoy equal privileges.
Another unique feature in this application is the size of
the data that could be shared or communicated. Unlike
other mobile phone applications like SMS there is no
word limit for messages. For example, this enables a
teacher to post a reading comprehension passage for
students to read and answer via WhatsApp.

Another major issue in the social networking is safety.
Compared to all other commonly used social networking
sites and application, WhatsApp is safer. In the face of
widespread Internet surveillance, users need to be
concerned about how secure their phones and computers
are. Many companies offer ‘"secure messaging"
products—but are these systems actually secure? US-
based Electronic Frontier Foundation analysed various
mobile messaging apps for the strength of encryption and
privacy they offer (The Times of India, April 7, 2016).
The following table shows the result of the analysis:
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Table 1.1 Analysis of the "secure

messaging'

REVIEW ON THE USE OF WHATSAPP AT THE TERTIARY
LEVEL

Over the past years, the high infiltration of
Smartphones into the market has initiated growing use of
WhatsApp as a communication platform for various
student groups, and more recently for groups of teachers
and their students as well (Bouhnik & Deshen, 2014
Virtual communication between learners, among Ie >
and between teachers and learners is beco
effective medium in the past decades.
communication, various applications as me
Table 1.1 are being used. Smart mobile phones
the access to these applications S|mple

phone for learning by downloading
learn by himself. This is referred to,
asynchronous mobile phone assisted lear
However, a group of learners either use a
learn or different apps to learn and share their ideas. This
is referred to, by the author, as synchronous mobile phone
assisted learning (SMPAL). Eventually, when the
learning process that takes place among learners is
monitored and moderated by teachers in the mobile phone
context, it is termed as teacher moderated synchronous
mobile phone assisted learning (TMSMPL).

Chruch and de Oliveira (2013) have listed out the
following reasons why people adopt WhatsAapp as a tool
for communication rather than other channels such as
SMS or Messenger: the low cost of the application
combined with the ability to send messages without any
word restriction, time taken to reach a message to a
recipient is very less, the desire to feel a part of the trend
since their acquaintances have already adopted the

application

aims that WhatsApp can be used not
h friends, but also to study and even

on-English students are able to learn English
etter and more fun by joining a WhatsApp group
ow students and teachers. The teachers then are
post small assignments and ask students to
mplete them by using one of the possibilities
WhatsApp offers. In this way, students are able to read
English and are obliged to answer in English, which
improves their English language skills. Because
WhatsApp is free, everyone using a Smartphone will be
able to participate.

Bere (2103) conducted a study amidst students of
South African University to validate the use of
WhatsApp. The students registered positive feedback and
they claimed that it was an easier way to communicate
with their teachers and the rest of the class, that it was
productive of fruitful discourse on relevant issues in an
informal environment where students could learn
intimately and authentically, and that it was also fun.
Similarly, the study conducted by Rambe& Chipunza
(2013) shows that students felt WhatsApp gave them the
possibility to express themselves freely in a non-restricted
environment thus removing the low participation
constraints characteristic of lectures. Also their research
showed students learned technical skills by sharing and
searching information on WhatsApp they could also use
on other study-related platforms like the Blackboard
environment.
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I1. AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY

3.1 Participants

This study was carried out at an engineering college in
western part of Tamil Nadu, India. 40 students were
involved in the study. They were in the first year of the
engineering course. They study Technical English I and 11
courses in the first and second semesters respectively.

3.2 Procedure

Students were classified into eight groups consisting
of five members in each group. Each group was identified
with a coordinator. The coordinators of each group were
advised to create groups consisting of their group
members. The teacher, on a daily basis, posted questions
to answer, images to interpret, situation to discuss. Every
day one hour was devoted for these activities. The teacher
was added to all the group and acted as a moderator. The
progress of the students was monitored and recorded.

3.3 Findings

Initially, the participation of the students in the
discussing was active, but in course of time it was
identified that only a few students were participating. To
solve this issue, the teacher had to motivate the passive
listeners. The teacher did not disturb the discussion by
interrupting with a call for the passive listeners tg
contribute, but they were counselled face-to-fg
individually. In the course of time, the number of pe
participating was growing.

eecco Airtel E 112 PM 8
< @3 We r gonna rock 58 & @ & & ...

Alex Pandian, Praveen Sam Sir, Sai Sahith, Sh.

~ any grammatical error in
' sentence sir

. Praveen Sam S
| What is the contextual meaning of
~ the word august? S

._.'_ Shobana
The word should be in eight letters

Praveen Sam Sir t 7
Playtime 3 " i
Is siblings not eight words

Praveen Sam Sir
Children

Shohana
~ No sir it doesn't suit | tried

Image 3.1 Student verifying her
sentence structure

The following points were identified by the teachers:

Students in the course of the discussion verified
their sentence accuracy with the teacher. This is
shown in the screen captured Image 3.1.

Students were following the clues given by the
moderator and trying to identify the right answer.

secoo Airtel E 111 PM 8o%
< 3 We rgonna rock 8 & @0 & & ..

Alex Pandian, Praveen Sam Sir, Sai Sahith, Sh

INDRU ORU KELVI :

What is the Greek word for someone
| who is concerned only about his

| personal welfare and not bothered

- about the affairs of the country or

= Praveen Sam Sir 7
" Try...before giving up...
e o

ve a kind of clue si

Q

Student asking for a clue
to answer question

Students who were hesitating to participate
initially, in the course of time, started to interpret
images and situation.

eeecc pirtel E 1:08 PM s9% =
< @3 We rgonnarock &8 &8 @ @ @ ...

Alex Pandian, Praveen Sam Sir, Sai Sahith, Sh L=

All outer layers are like our
"| knowledge gaining step by step if it
| increase our mind will become very
~ | sharp.the innner triangle shows the

# our campus but clock tower is going
to give solar energy for us so even a
| small thing is important for us.and
| another thing even though lots of
problems in our life if we think and
apply our knowledge and experience [
we can find only one solution for all
ffosg_ things like the inner triangle

Praveen Sam Sir

Good! o

INDRU ORU KELVI :

The Jaffa orange, is a sweet, almost
seedless variety of orange. It takes

::‘-. it’s name from the port, Jaffa in
| Israel.

@ = : 0

Image 3.3 Students interpreting images
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V. PEDAGOGICAL IMPLICATIONS AND CONCLUSION

The following are the pedagogical implications using
WhatsApp as an informal channel for learning:

e Learning takes place within and without the
classroom at the time and space comfortable for
the students.

e In the course of learning outside the classroom,
students participate in a self organized learning
environment (SOLE), where they learn in their
own pace, and they collaborate with the peers
online via WhatsApp.

e  While exploring content on a particular topic or
an idea, students collaborate via WhatsApp with
the peers and teachers.

e Students not only surf the internet for
information but also share them with the peers
instantly using WhatsApp. The information
being shared need not be of any fixed format but
of different formats such as audio files, video
files, images, animation and so on.

e In the course of communication with people
outside the classroom, students tend to produce
language in an authentic context. And they
indirectly use and learn language in a socio-
cognitive perspective.

e Students design learning strategies on their g
in course of exploring materials/contents ou
the classroom context.

e Students verify their ideas and infor
have accumulated with the teache
classroom via WhatsApp.

e Teachers administer activiti
WhatsApp groups and gi
to students.

e Teachers could give ing
student after the class hours

The objective of incorporating any
or mode of teaching English language is to equip students
with adequate competence in using the language. Social
constructivist learning theory seeks to improve social
interactions between students and to construct and share
knowledge (Vygotsky, 1978). In the current day situation,
technology comes handy to overcome most of the
limitations in terms communication among students and
between students and teachers. The use of Internet
technology by online learning communities may provide
mobile  learning resources in  synchronous or
asynchronous modes (Zengin, Arikan & Dogan, 2011).
According to this study, WhatsApp servers as an effective
mode for student to continue learning beyond the
classroom context. It helps them to be connected with the
peers and teachers in the course of leaning process outside
the classroom.

10d or model

[1]

[2]

[3]

(4]

[5]

[6]

[71

(8]
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An Experimental Study on Improving Students
Speaking

Dr.J.P. Vandhana and E. Priscilla

Abstract--- Success of an individual is not marked by
his acquired knowledge or his score but how effectively
he/she is able to communicate. The aim of the research is
to analyse various parameters of speaking skill and to
enhance the competency in speaking. The parameters like
Body Language, Fluency, Pronunciation, Discourse
Marker, and Grammar are imparted to the learners who
are less competent in speaking. Sixty students were
trained for experimental study, they were given training
on five scales in order to improve their speaking ability.
At the end of research, they were tested and found that
they were not sound in discourse markers which is
important to convey the ideas clearly with coherence.

Keywords--- Body Language, Fluency, Pronunciation,
Discourse Marker, and Grammar

l. INTRODUCTION

“You can have brilliant ideas, but if you can’t get the

across, your ideas won’t get you anywhere”
Lacocca

In the modern world, speaking is

are expected to be fluent speaker.
should deliver their insights in ¢
order. To deliver the ideas he/she
with prior knowledge on the skills'a
to deliver a speech.

. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUD
e To develop the learners speaking skills through
fluency, coherence, grammar, pronunciation and

vocabulary

1l. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Rosa Adriana May Melendez et.al (2014) experience a
research on “Teaching Speaking Strategies to Beginners”
in their research the main objective was to train the

Dr.J.P.Vandhana, Assistant Professor, Department of English,
Bannari Amman Institute of Technology, Sathyamangalam. E-mail:
jpvandhana@gmail.com

E. Priscilla Assistant Professor, Department of English, Bannari
Amman Institute of Technology, Sathyamangalam

Email: priseaster@gmail.com

students on the basic of speaking strategy. They analysed
in three stages: Pre-task, training session and Post-task.
They used the strategies like Filler, circumlocution,
asking for clarification and expressing not understanding.
The result showed that there was an increase in the use of
the strategies in post task and students gained more
confidence in speaking.

Wenli Tsou (2015) researched on “Improving

through instruction in oral classroom

language
participants.
increase student
improvg

using Taiwanese students as a
tif of the experimental research is to
participants in the class and to
cy in speaking.

OLS FOR INVESTIGATION

xty students were taken for the
, each students are from different socio
Kground. Among which two students were
case study based on progress.

e classroom learning environment, the learners
assessed on speaking skill. In the research there are
three phases in which the learner can improve their
speaking skill.

Phase |

To start learners were asked to do self-introduction, it
was observed and found that the students were lacking in
fluency, coherence, grammar, confidence, pronunciation
and vocabulary. They struggled to use appropriate words,
due to lack of vocabulary. They were not able to deliver
the information in proper tense because of their poor
knowledge in grammar. Learners were not able to ponder
on the topic given, which resulted in lack of coherence in
the thought process, which is expected to be delivered.
Above all the learners were not interested to speak
because of the inhibition.

Phase 11

In the second phase, the researcher motivated the
students by explaining various steps involved in speaking
process. The students were given practice on grammar
like tenses and sentence patterns. They were thought three
P’s- Plan,Prepare, and Practice.In Planning, guidelines
were given to the learners how to think on the topic that
they need to present. Brainstorming ideas related to the
topic is important in this stage. Preparation includes how
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to prepare with introduction, explanation and summary, in
a logical order. In the third stage,Practice, the learners
were insisted to tape their speech and were asked to listen
to it. Constant practice were emphasised for the students
in order to reduce nervousness. Later students were asked
to narrate the stories of their own. It gave the students a
confidence that they can put across the ideas effectively
through their narration. Their thought process widened,
and they came out with great imaginative stories. They
were able to clearly express their insights fluently.

Phase 111

The learners were asked to do a book review students
developed the habit of reading skill. They effectively
conveyed what they read without a flaw. They introduced
the author, the title of the book, the genre they belong
too,the characters involved, the plot and the summary of
the novel and gave their own criticism. They found it very
easy to follow the sentence pattern and tenses.

V. EXPERIMENTAL PROCESS

The students were taken for the case study. The
students were from both rural and urban background.
They don’t have strong foundation in the basics of
grammar. As a researcher we started to observe that
learners were very poor in English. In the first phase the
were asked to introduce themselves by telling t
names, where they are from and their family backgro
Later they there thought what are the ideas whij
be incorporated during the self-introduction.
flawless in their sentence pattern, pronunciati

overcome their inhibitions.

In the second phase the studen
their own topic here the researcher obs
and enthusiastic participation. They follo
and ideas given by the researcher. They presented their
topic in the pattern though. It had intfoduction,
explanation and conclusion. Their ideas where coherent.
It was clearly expressed. The researcher could feel that
the students have followed the three P’s. Here the
researcher observed that the students forget the few ideas
which they were in their preparation. He fumbled for
words. Their thinking and speaking didn’t have
correlation at times. There were grammatical errors in his
sentence construction. Production of certain words were
thought to the students.

olvement
d the inputs

In the third phase the students did a book review. Here
the researcher observed, the students in the interest after
acquiring the language was most intense when compared
to the beginning level. The familiarity and understanding
of the language made him to read a novel on hisown.

Here the researcher observed the understanding of the
novel. They were able to clearly explain what they read
like story line, plot, role of characters, morals about the
author and the criticism of the book.

VI. ANALYSIS:
Parameters BL F P DM G
Mean 6.6 5 6.2 4.5 5

Scores

BL- Body Language, F- Fluency, P- Pronunciation,
DM- Discourse Marker, G- Grammar

ills. It was found that their DM was
red to other four parameters. It is
ledge in connecting the ideas. BL
and P ompared to other scales. Since,
ed persons. The usage of grammar
ar with each other.

CONCLUSION

result, it was observed that the students speaking
ould be improves by gd4romming all the
ers like Body Language, Fluency, Pronunciation,
ourse Markers and Grammar. For an effective
speaking skills each parameters has taught and given
importance. Videos like Ted Talks, BBC Documentary
can be screened to the students to improve the
pronunciation and Body Language. Extempore, Role
Play, Group Discussion, Presentation can be done to
enhance, Fluency, Discourse Marker and Grammar.
Above all, if an individual want to master any skill it is
achieved only through practice because Practice makes a
man prefect.
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The Dependency Syndrome and Victimization of
Women in D.H.Lawrence’s ‘Sons and Lovers.’

Dr.N. Swaminathan

With the inception of Civilization, human being started
living together. Physical proximity brought man and
woman nearer. They learnt to live, love and adjust
themselves in their joys and sorrows, advances and
adversities. As this sort of relationship goes on
developing, the mutual discord and conflict have also
been arising right from the primordial man to modern
men. And because of the education, knowledge and skill
they have acquired day by day there comes the
revolutionary changes in the life style of the people. The
cultural Expansion, Freedom of speech and political
freedom paved the way for the big changes from the
traditional system which leads to the separation of the
union of husband and wife from the institution of
marriage. This kind of separation of husband and wife
neglecting their responsibilities to the society and custom
has created a number of differences and discord’s among
men and women such as attitudinal, Physical, emotional,
sexual, ideological and above all psychological.

D.H.Lawrence delineated this sort of psycholog
and attitudinal discord between the husband \
mother and son and son and his lady-loves in
and Lovers.” No doubt that ‘Sons and L
autobiographical novel. One could see the no
eye of psychoanalytic theory of Siga

‘Oedipus complex.” i.e an ince
mother as a model for the dev

his lady loves Miriam and Clara. He was not able to love
them and marry either of them whole heartedly. He says
that, because of his mother pull he is unable to satisfy
them even in love makings. One day at home Paul told
his mother that he loved Clara deeply. He had loved
Miriam also. But at the same time he could not possibly
marry them.

“You haven’t met the right woman”

“ And | shall never meet the right
woman while you live.”

Dr.N. Swaminathan, Asst. Professor of English, Rajah Serfoji Govt.
College, Thanjavur - 613005.E-mail: swaminathanenglish@gmail.com

Paul admits that he is not able to love any woman as
he loves his mother Gertrude more than anybody. It is
quite normal for a male child to get attached with his
mother when the father is of a rude and rough nature.

Mrs.Gertrude Morel belongs to a middle class family
and she thought herself superior to any of the woman in
the Bottoms. She was inherited from a good old family of

coppards. She had inherited from them a proud and
unyielding temger. On the other hand her husband Walter
Morel was iner. He had a shining wary block hair and

d never been shaved. He had a rich
llectual and warm humour.

a black bear
fund of soft,

opposite. She loved ideas and
intellectual. That is why
too unlike each other to be
d. Sometimes she tried to talk to
aw him listen attentively, but without

ess between them slowly faded away. The
ent between the husband and the wife gradually
and Mrs.Morel drew towards her son for
. William too was greatly attached to her.

Frequently Mr. and Mrs.Morel indulged in bickering
due to the ill nature of Walter Morel. One day after the
birth of Paul and as Mr. Morel returned home with full
booze uncaring her child who is affected from fever went
upstairs. Then he wants to kiss Mrs. Morel, his wife but
dared not and she too dismissed him.

The gulf between the husband and wife had widened.
As Walter Morel said to his wife Mrs.Morel, if there was
something to eat. She was very rude in her reply. Walter
said.

“She should wait on him’
never milord I’d wait on a dog at the door first™.

On this Walter jerked at the drawer which fell on him.
He flung it at her. A corner of the drawer caught her
brow and it began to bleed profusely. After this quarrel
he was virtually alienated. Lawrence has beautifully
described this sense of alienation as:

“Morel made the meal alone, brutally. He ate and drank
more noisily than he had need. No one spoke to him.
The family life withdrew, shrank away and became
hushed
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as he entered. But he cared no longer about his
alienation™.

This reveals the adamant nature of the Patriarchy.
The man who rules the roost is no doubt will be the
breadwinner of a family. For that if he behaves in such a
rude and rough manner due to his superiority of the
authority, it reveals his uncivilized state of a husband. So
the children who witnesses these things normally began to
support their mother and hates the father.

All the children, particularly Paul, were against their
father Morel continued to bully and to drink. Often he
made the whole life of the family a misery. Paul was
rather a delicate boy affected from bronchitis. This is
another reason for her to get attached with him. He
wanted only his mother. Lawrence expresses this in ‘Sons
and Lovers’ as:

“Paul loved to sleep with his mother. Sheep is

Still most perfect, in spite of hygienists’ when

It is shared with a beloved. The warmth, the

Security and peace of soul, the utter comfort

from he tough of the other, knits the sleep so

that it takes the body and “soul, completely

in its healings Paul lay against her and slept

and got better’ whilst she, always a bad sleeper,

fell later on into a profound sleep that seemed to give
fai

home. Though she was uneducated, she t
his sister as a servant to her. But he was ofte
Gyp and insulted her in the prese

far to break it. Then he died.
coming in the any of his love for G
suffer extreme anguish and caused
F.Engel says,

. Wilson

“She has the shallowness of orel and
The social dreams of Mrs.Morel. Yet she
Lacks the substance of either of them and
She unconsciously preys on William and
Ultimately kills him.”

Then Paul met Miriam loves at the willey farm. He
got attached with her very much. Both are very intimate
Paul would never admit that they were in love. One day
Paul invited Miriam and Edgar for tea. Mrs.Morel didn’t
like it. She was cold and grudging with Miriam.
Mrs.morel remarked that:

““She exults — she exults as she carries him

Off from me. She’s not like an ordinary woman,
who can leave me one share in him. She wants
to absorb him, till there is nothing left of him,

Even for him. He will never be a man on his feet — she
will suck him up.”

As his mother is jealous of her, Paul decided to keep
away from Miriam. But he could do nothing.
Unconsciously he was enticed towards her. Finally Paul
has given Miriam a parting letter telling of his decision
not to continue with her any longer. The same happened
with Clara episode. For Paul, Clara is his Queen of
Sheba. He touches her and tried to smooth her dress on
her breast. And both of them kissed; their bodies sealed
and annealed. She looked delighted and smooth.

But Paul was again full of conflict. Though Clara was
very gentle, almost loving, yet he treated her distantly.
Clara was still mad with desire of him. She always
wanted to be kissed and embraced. But Paul wanted to
free himself,

Though
enjoyed a lot
In the same
elder to_hi

inception Paul loved Miriam and
er, he is unable to cope up with her.
kissed and embraced Clara who is
er carvings of her breast and
ing due to the mother pull he
women and forsaken them in the
ho drinks the milk to the full and
e bottle finally. It is all because of

dom movement of women emerged. Then only
en like Walter Morel who harassed his wife
ertrude, William who abandons Gyp for the intention of
his mother and Paul who exploits both Miriam and Clara
could be treated fairly in the social set up. The
dependency of Paul on his mother the dependency of
Miriam and Clara on Paul and the dependency of
Gertrude on her husband Mr.Morel made them victims to
the patriarchal society and male psyche.

The lady loves Miriam and Clara were being
victimized by the Oedipus pull of Paul and Gertrude
morel was being victimized and died in the end by Walter
Morel’s difference of character and male ideology.
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Existential Crises in Shashi Deshpande's the
Binding Vine

G. Saravanan and Dr.N. Swaminathan

'Feminism' meant both awareness of women's position Shashi Deshpande makes an earnest effort to

in society as one of disadvantaged or inequality compared
with that of men and also a desire to remove those

disadvantages. Teresa Billington Greg wrote in 1911,

"The recognition of the world upon a basis of sex
equality in all human Relations, a movement which would
reject every differentiation

Between Individuals upon the ground of sex, would
abolish all sex privileges and sex Burdens, and would
strive to set up the recognition of the common humanity

of Woman and man as the foundation of law and custom."

Shashi Deshpande in almost all of her novels and
short stories delineates this kind of Feminist problems ig
the male oriented society.  She has revealed
oppression and depression faced by women in all
life at all levels.
officer or as a subordinate in the work places

how far they are being exploited b

As a wife, mother dau

Woman occupies a
Deshpande's novels. The novelist
analysis of conflicting phases underlying
some extent to suggest a way out of it.

is to analyze the image of woman in her novels and also
in her short stories.
both indoors and outdoors.
hitherto male dominated spheres.

faces the fact of tossing between tradition and modernity.

Woman, today, plays diverse roles
She participates in all the
Consequently she

G. Saravanan, Research Scholar, Rajah Serfoji Govt. College,

Thanjavur - 613 005. E-mail: saravanangovindarajan6@gmail.com
Dr.N. Swaminathan, Research Advisor, Rajah Serfoji Govt.

College, Thanjavur - 613 005. E-mail: swaminathanenglish@gmail.com

understand the inner dimension of the female characters.
For her portrayal of the predicament of middle class
educated Indian women, their inner conflict and quest for
identity, issues pertaining to parent-child relationship,
marriage and sex, and their exploitation. Deshpande has

been called eminist. In an interview she replied to

k that’s my idea of feminism”’.

For the sake of the full participation of women in the
activities of society by means of removing the political
barriers,
of "Feminist” movement in 1960’s.

and social they have started this sort
Shashi Deshpande in
almost all her novels clearly delineated the problems of
society.
Particularly in “The Binding Wine’ she has tried to project
the realistic picture of Indian society and the middle class
educated woman who is financially independent and

suffering from many crises in her life.

women in the traditional bound Indian

‘The Binding Vine’ focuses on the themes of marital
relationship, mother-daughter relationship, social kinship
and family relations.  Urmi is the central character of the
novel.
individuality and to realize her freedom.

it brings her into confrontation with family and with the

This novel deals with her attempt to assert her
It depicts how
male dominated world and society in general. Mira is
Urmi’s mother-in-law.  She passed away at the age of 22
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in giving birth to her son. Urmi got the inner life of
Mira through her diary and poems. Mira got married at
the age of 18. Since then she had written poetry. She
However,
Venu discouraged her in a male’s point of view. \enu

gave the poems to a promising poet Venu.

tells her:

“Why do you need to write poetry? It is enough for a
young woman like you to give birth to children. That is
your poetry. Leave the other poetry to us men.”P.127

In the above cited reference from “The Binding Vine’,
one can clearly understand the value of woman in the
patriarchal society. They got no freedom to speak or to
write their own opinions. They should be dependent on
That is the fact of the middle class educated

Jasbir jain comments on the issues of gender

men.
women.
embedded in Mira’s poetry:

“In her poems, there is convergence of the universal
facts of female existence like desire, childbearing and
maternal feelings and specific social conditions li
paternal controls and male will, which differ from cu

without her willingness as rape.
exercised this kind of right for sexuality, as a husband
against her will and strong dislike on him. Primarily
there can be lack of communication between the husband
But the social constraint made and compels
women to behave within a frame work. They have to

and wife.

follow as a shadow. They got no right to talk of personal
rights and what not after marriage.

Then
In male

The husband’s wish should be the wife’s will.
only they can lead a calm and smooth life.
dominated society, a wife’s wishes and desires are not
given any priority. Women sacrifice their womanhood
for others during the life span. In yet another incident
Shakutai, after being abandoned by her husband for
another woman put up with many hardships to bring up
her three children-Prakash, Sandhya and Kalpana.
Kalpana was raped by a culprit and Sakutai bring her to
the hospital half dead.

fact that Kalpana was raped as her life will be entangled

She was ashamed to reveal the

with problem and nobody will marry her. Sakutai is

out her respect, image and dignity of her

protect the reputation. As Adrienne

body alone but rape of themind
g victoriousand gloating over
ist even more detestable”.

he believes in fate and destiny. She blames
at she came to this world carrying a load of

nes. But Urmi rebels against such social
stice and issues like Kalpana’s rape by Prabakar, an
affluent.  She, in the critical situation proves that she
believes women should have courage to express
When

Sakutai hesitates to register the case of rape, Urmi gets

themselves and expose the evils of society.

outraged as the rapist will be allowed to get away
scot-free, if the case is not registered as a rape. ~ She tries

to reason out with Sakutai:

“She was hurt, she was injured, wrong by aman; she
didn’t do anything wrong. Why can’t you see that?
Are you blind: It’s not her fault, no, not her fault at

all”.p.147.

From the book of poems,” The Golden Treasury’ it is
evident to Urmi that her father was proud of her talent.
But like Jaya, the protagonist of ‘That Long Silence’,
Mira has to cease her existence as a writer. Instead she

has to succumb to the traditional role of a committed wife.
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The Indian tradition demands that a perfect wife should
possess the following qualities:

Karyesi Dasi
Karyeshu Mantri
Roopecha Laxmi
Kshmaya Daridri
Bhukteesu Mata
Shayanesu Veshya
Shatkarna Yukta
Kuladharma Patni.

This all-in-one role of a wife denies her the

existence of living as an individual. For the sake of the
pleasure of the husband, a wife has to follow the above
cited sayings of the ancestors. As it is a duty of the wife
to fulfill the desire and please her husband, she is not in
the position to reveal the unwanted and invasion of
woman’s body without her will in the name of marriage.
That is why even existence in this traditional and
patriarchal society is a crisis for women.
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Enigmatic English and Cryptic Media EN 01 Media
and English

A. J. Ahamed Asmath

Abstract--- English is an international media of
communication that has been use either as a native or
second languages that understood and reorganized by
everyone. People found that being knowledgeable in
English is the key component for wiser career, huge
dominance terms of knowledge, eminence in society and
better communication in entire world. It governs the
international media which unify the people around the
world together which considered as the requisite carrier
of language, politics that modulates the law, and in
business which most of the companies used to fence in
global market. It's easy to presume that new forms of
technology have taciturn down the English language.
Language is always evolving and technology is a healthy
part of that evolution. Social media is playing an
portentous role not only in acquainting new terms into the
dictionary but also in accelerating the rate at which new
terms reach critical heap in the culture. Being aware of
new language usages can help to understand social medig
effectuation and cleanse practices.

Keywords--- Importance, Influence and Impac
English language, Media’s efflorescence an g
Media’s contravene.

. IMPORTANCE, INFLUENCE A

English is a global languag
English has got the position of Inte
today’s world of information tech
communication, learning English is
important for other reasons also. Today
English needs no rationalization. English is i
a number of reasons.

In Business: English is used widely by international
business community. To communicate across national
borders and maintain association with overseas business
parties or professionals, English is essential.

In Education: English is important for higher
education and specialize training. Most of the books on
any subjects are written in English or quickly translated in
English. English is the medium of instruction in
Education in most universities and higher education
institutes of the world.

A. J. Ahamed Asmath, Assistant Professor, Department of English,
Annai Khadeeja Arts and Science College for Women, Kandanivayal,
Puthukottai District. Email:asmatfeb4@gmail.com

For Getting Job: English is vital for getting a good
job and better salaries. Multinational business
organizations and many international corporations ask for
people who have a good working knowledge of English.
People who go abroad for work also need to know
English. English is need for a variety of jobs as like air
hostess, pilot, travel guide, media manager etc.

For International Relation: English is important for
i ing international relations and communications.

: In today’s world of information
is essential for getting easy access

language of information

Games and sports are telecast live and their
aries are also broadcasted in English. Cinemas,

English Culture and Literature: Knowing English
gives an essay access to the vast resource of English
literature. World’s famous books, novels, histories,
stories, poems are available in English. Besides, English
helps to know about cultures of other people, discoveries,
inventions and life styles of the other nations.

English: Language of Globalization: The present
age is an age of globalization. Anything bent or invented
in any part of the world gets global character or
recognition very swiftly. To keep pace with the process of
globalization, we need to learn English. Conversely, the
globalizing process requires single language for
international communication. As a result, it has crossed
the national borders of English speaking countries and
reached people who speak other languages.

English As An International Language: Today
about 300 million people speak English as the first
language and another 350 million use it as a second
language. It is the official or semi-official language in
more than 60 countries and of many international
organizations.  International organizations held their
meeting in English
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1. MEDIA’S EFFLORESCENCE AND ENGLISH

In the world of today, media has become as necessary
as food and clothing. It has played significant role in
strengthening the society. Media is considered as "mirror"
of the modern society, infect, it is the media which shapes
our lives. The purpose of the media is to inform people
about current, new affairs and to tell about the latest
gossip and fashion. It tells about the people who are
geographically divided. The role of media has become
one way of trading and marketing of products and

prejudices. The media claimed to be governed by
righteousness and equity, but greed and self-
aggrandizement has poisoned its virtues.
Media is in charge of

e Information

e Education

e Entertainment

e Advertising

e Correlation of parts of society

Society is predisposed by media in so many ways. It is
the media for the masses that helps them to get
information about a lot of things and also to form
opinions and make judgments regarding various issues! It
is the media which keeps the people updated and
informed about what is happening around them and
world. Media has had a bad effect on a generation, ma
because youth is strongly influenced by media. Teena
and children wish to follow the people,
recognized and do what they do to get notic
affects people's perspective. Too much inte
media in everything is a matter of ce
newspapers, information found on
the mass media that serve to reg
gap between the audience, viewe
For the sake of publicity and selling
their lifestyles are usually targeted. No
played significant role in making world a
and to reduce the communication gaps 3
people living in the far areas.

I1. MEDIA’S CONTRAVENE

Now-a-days social media is altering language.
From unfriend to selfie, social media is clearly having an
impact on language. The words that surround us every
day manipulate the words we use. Since so much of the
written language we see is now on the screens of our
computers, tablets, and smart phones, language now
evolves partly through our interaction with technology.
And because the language we use to communicate with
each other tends to be more acquiescent than formal
writing, the combination of informal, personal
communication and the mass audience afforded by social
media is a recipe for rapid change. From the introduction

of new words to new meanings for old words to changes
in the way we communicate, social media is making its
presence felt. New ways of communicating is an alphabet
soup of acronyms, abbreviations, and neologisms have
grown up around  technologically = mediated
communication to help us be understood. The acronyms
we now think of as text speak on the online forums and
‘internet relay chat’ (IRC) that pre-dated text messaging.
On IRC, acronyms help speed up a real-time typed
conversation. On mobile phones they minimize the
inconvenience of typing with tiny keys. And on Twitter
they help you make the most of your 140 characters.
Emoticons such as ;-) and acronyms such
as LOL (‘laughing out loud” Syntax aside, social media
has also prompted a more subtle revolution in the way we
communicate. Our communication styles consequently
become moreginformal and more open, and this seeps into
other areas (@f life and culture. When writing on social
media, we a ore succinct, get to the point quicker,
operate withi reative constraints of 140 characters
on Twitter, or asp brevity with blogs.

ings is curious occurrence we’ve
e reappropriation of existing
sed on brands to refer mostly to their
. Reappropriation is the cultural
a group claims words that were
d’in a certain way and gives them a new
. In this way the people who slot in with social
e quite literally creating new words and giving

than most platforms to offer up new meanings for
common words such as friend, like, status, wall, page,
and profile. ‘Friended” and ‘unfriended’ are examples of
words that have been given a new meaning due to their
usage online. The word ‘friend’ and ‘befriend’ is from
Old English originating in the 13th Century, but it has
been given an entirely new meaning thanks to Facebook
(the process of adding or removing someone from your
circle of friends). ‘Like’ and ‘viral’ are other popular
examples of words that have had their meaning
reappropriated by social media. Social media has
spawned new words and morphed old ones. News casters,
especially on AIR and Doordarshan, try to maintain an
accent close to British Received Pronunciation. Until
about a decade ago, the diction of the newscasters on AIR
was regarded as a model for pronunciation. With the
advent of quicker and more vivid communication
channels via social media and social technologies,
English has been deteriorated incredibly enough. Yet
there is another aspect of it, “English language can adapt
swiftly and easily unlike any other language in the
world” Crough

Further films/movies offer the full range of language
from colloquial to literary, unaffected to flowery, lending
ample opportunities to learners to experience power of

ISBN 978-93-85477-83-6


http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/unfriend
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/selfie
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/brevity

National Conference on Developing Scenario in Applied Sciences and Communicative English 20

language for communication. Narrative films specially
make use of language to advance plot, define characters,
and establish mood. Watching films particularly help in
improving listening comprehension and enhance
vocabulary. Subtitles and closed captioning can help
students increase reading speed. Thus films can also be
effectively used for developing writing and oral
presentation skills. In the same line, films can be used as
rich teaching resource for various other important skills
such as speaking, repeating dialogues, dramatic
enactments of scenes, script and dialogue writing.

The days of writing grammatically correct, perfectly
punctuated sentences may seem like a thing of the past —
but what role has social media played in this trend? If new
research from Brand watch is anything to go by, it could
be said that social networks have transformed modern day
English, with Twitter presenting the greatest threat. The
site analyses the effect of various social media sites on the
English language to find that Twitter users are the most
likely to swerve from correct spelling and grammar. A
total of 0.56 per cent of words posted on the micro-
blogging site is either misspelled or unofficial, although it
has been optional that this might be down to its strict 140-
character limit. Women were found to be more likely to
deviate from the official language than their male
counterparts, as well as being more inclined to elongate
their words for effect. Men, perhaps naturally, showe
preference for shortening words, instead using phr,

others.

17... (No, That’s Not a New Ba
Bleep)

excitement,
neant what

but is used to indicate that the person rea
they typed. Question marks, too, have
question mark no longer merely shows inquiry, but is now
often used to indicate self-deprecation or to soften too
assertive or self-serving messages (e.g., “He’s really into
me?”). And who could forget the ubiquitous ellipsis?
Once used to indicate an omission of a word or sentence,
or indicate a long pause or unfinished thought, ellipses
now help to keep a conversation open and light, and
solicit the other person to respond, as noted in a
recent Slate article. The worst offenders were definitely,
separate, embarrass and accomplish, with peculiar and
surprise also featuring on the list. It just goes to show that
even in a field as broad as social media; people are still on
the lookout for good spelling and grammar — something
that public running Twitter campaigns should bear in
mind.]

V. RECOMMENDATION

The importance of English cannot be denied.
Knowing English is like having an international visa.
Anywhere in the world English is useful and helpful. So,
learning English is very important. No doubt, media has
played momentous role in making world a global village
and to reduce the communication gaps amongst the
people living in the far areas but regrettably, media these
days has become a commercialized sector, eying the news
which is hot and good at selling. The goal is to gain the
television rating points. Being aware of these change
language usages can also help you better understand
social media performance and refine practices. For
example, if all of your Face book posts lack engagement,
and you have been adding short sentences that end in a
period, your fans may think that your messages are overly
harsh or aggféssive. In short, the impact of media on
people, lan e and education is very much in the
positive and sive direction. If the media identifies
its responsibi work sincerely and honestly, then it
can serve as a grea e in building the nation.

duzna The Role Of Media In Today's World

://www.hamariweb.com/articles/article.aspx?id=10166

social media is changing language Oxford Words blog

//blog.oxforddictionaries.com/2014/06/social-media-
ging-language/

ma Furze , How Social Media Has Shaped The English

Language. By: Castleford staff
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Strategies in Acquiring of English in
Circumventing the Language Learning Disability:
A Product and Process of Acquiring Second

G. Chitra and N. R. Saranya

Abstract--- English Language Learners (ELLs) are a
very large and emergent population in India. The need for
effective strategies for the acquisition of English in
respect of students who struggle with or are just learning
English, has been strongly felt in recent times.

A small group of ELL students were identified and
their proficiency in English and progression levels of
acquiring English over a time was tested on several
grounds; their skills in listening, reading, speaking, and
writing were found to vary with each other.

Two approaches were used with students acquiring
English. One is vernacular bilingual version and the
other exclusively in English. The First group of students
was taught to read in their respective vernacular
language and subsequently transitioned to English
reading with a view to assess the cognitive-linguisti
benefits; Bilingual students were used as helpers.
Second group of ELLs was taught exclusively in Eng
The types of language tasks with which the strai
to be associated remained the same for both

Instructional
Development,
Contextualization, and Modeling we
whole process of the exercise. Participal
use of cooperative-supportive learning
clarifications were encouraged.

strategies  ine
Bridging,

rnlng and
and  peer

Encouraging and supporting ELL students to use their
native language was found to help them comprehend and
learn English in an appreciable manner. Testing in
English exclusively for ELLs rendered them invariably
unable to make obvious of what they know in English.

Lagging academic skills of ELLs behind those of their
monolingual English-speaking classmates do not conform
to the language-learning disability but just a

G.Chitra , Assistant Professor (Sr.G), Department of English,
Kongu Engineering College, Perundurai, Tamilnadu Perundurai,
Tamilnadu

N. R. Saranya , Assistant Professor, Department of English, Kongu
Engineering College, Perundurai, Tamilnadu Perundurai,
Tamilnadu edu

manifestation in the normal process of acquiring a second
language and proved to be transient.

The findings of both of these approaches for students
acquiring English are highlighted in the present paper.

l. INTRODUCTION

UAGE LEARNERS (ELLs) form a
d evolving population in India.
process of acquiring the English
language is not English are

ut second language learning and
quiring of English in particular
y speculative, and in fact precluding the
stipulating  definitiveformula  for
Earlier studies have elaborated on various fronts
ow communicating in a second language has
3 been a challenging and  complex
process(Lay,1982;Arndt,1987;Bereiter and Scandimalia,
1987;Raimes,1985;Jones and

Tetroe,1987;Cumming,1989;Uzawa and
Cumming,1989;Kobayashi and
Rinnert,1994;Kamimura,1996;Cohen and Brookes
Carson,2001Sandra

LeeMcKay,2002;NCTE,2008;Moughamianet
al.,2009; Protheroe.,2011; Qiandi Liuand Dan Brown,
2015;Shelley Staples.2016 ).

English Language Development (ELD) and Specially
Designed Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE) are
the two aspects given great attention in recent times in
view of promoting acquiring of English among ELLs.

English Language Development (ELD) is the
methodical use of teaching strategies intended to promote
acquiring of English by students whose primary language
is not English.Specially Designed Academic Instruction
in English (SDAIE) includes all such specific Teaching
strategies developed for teaching academic content to
English Language Learners in the process of assisting
their learning process. Essential Instructional strategies
including  Metacognitive  Development,  Bridging,
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Schema-Building, Contextualization etc., are always
considered inclusive factors and need be addressed in
perspective in the whole process of the acquiring of
English as Second Language.

Metacognitive Development addresses the need of
providing ELLs with skills and vocabulary to converse
about their learning such as self assessments, vocabulary,
assignments and study techniques.

Linking/Bridging Process focuses on building on prior
knowledge and creating a link between ELLs and the
material.

Interspersing/Schema-Building assists ELLs to see
and understand the relationships between various
concepts.

Milieu perspective/Contextualization introduces and
familiarizes unknown concepts through direct experience.

Novel Presentation/Text Representation is
encouraging ELLs to enlarge their perception of text
content and apply them in a new way.

Integrating ELD and SDAIE (Specially Designed
Academic Instruction in English) strategies are believed
to reinforce the acquiring of English an easier task and
enjoyable exercise on the part of ELLs.

It isfurther widely known that supporting
encouraging ELL students' use of their verna
language greatly assist them comprehending and lear
English. It has also been recognized to devel
brain density in areas associated to langu
and memory (Moughamian et al., 2009;
2011).

Table 1. Variation in th

1. METHODOLOGY

The four domains of ELD, Listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. Students need to be instructed at
their proficiency level for the different domains. It is
crucial to understand that students’ progress through the
levels of proficiency at different rates.

The four skill areas of ELD namely function (purpose
of communication), Form (Structure of English Language
such as Grammar, Sentence Structure and Syntax),
Fluency (Ease in speaking the language) and Vocabulary
(Development of a wide and varied vocabulary) are
analyzed with respect to ELLs over a study period of six
months.

Students were interviewed and assessed in small
groups to determine their levels in English proficiency.
ssist ELLs in their learning process,
involved er of language tasks including
i mar, vocabulary, listening, making
in class social communication, and

of EL LS was measured by the TOEFLpractlce and an oral
ommunicative competence.

uiring English by ELLs in the Domains of ELD over a study
period of 6 months

ELLs
Domains Monolingual*
of ELD
Initial After 6 % Initial After 6 %
(%) months Progression (%) months Progression
(%) (%)
Listening | 32.47+0.082 | 51.41+0.681 | 58.33 31.28+0.063 | 50.15+0.071 | 60.33
28.62+0.064 | 47.13+0.816 | 64.68 29.57+0.091 | 46.21+0.092 | 56.27
Speaking
35.84+0.081 | 53.72+0.594 | 49.89 36.14+0.084 | 54.87+0.084 | 51.83
Reading
30.16+0.074 | 48.93+0.083 | 62.24 31.47+0.069 | 51.24+0.059 | 62.82
Writing

Values are Mean+SE of 30 students of language tasks

specified
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Table 2. Variation in the proficiency level of acquiring English by ELLs in the Four Skill Areas of ELD over a

study period of 6 months

ELLs with ELLs
Skill Areas of ELD Bilingual* Monolingual*
Initial After 6 % Initial After 6 %
(%) months Progression (%) months Progression
Function (%) (%)
(purpose of communication)
34.54+0.072 | 52.83+0.068 52.95 35.16+0.082 | 53.14+0.065 53.14
Form
(Structure of English Language 39.72+0.093 | 51.37+0.071 29.33 40.52+0.747 | 51.21+0.093 26.38
such as Grammar, Sentence
Structure and Syntax)
Fluency 60.26
(Ease in speaking the language) 27.81+0.058 | 44.63+0.084 60.48 28.16+0.068 | 45.13+0.086
Vocabulary
(Development of a wide and 31.27£0.061 | 51.86+0.059 53.42+0.083 64.22
varied vocabulary)

Values are Mean+SE of 30 students of language tasks
specified

I1. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION:

It is a common fact that ELLs are struggling
academically where the medium of Instruction is English.
There is a common view that ELLs are not learnj
English with the expected speed and their academic s
are lagging behind those of their monolingual

this is due to the language-learning disabili
ELLs just manifest the normal process of
second language?

ELLswere found to manifest i
from their first language (L1) to E
only be considered a normal pheng
of a language variation, not a languag

ELLS were, further, found to
second-language  acquisition called
the Quiescentorsilent period. This was normally seen
when students were first exposed to the task of acquiring
of English as a second language, and invariably they were
more concerned focusing on listening and comprehension.
ELLs remainedmost often quiet, speaking very little as
they werefocusing on understanding the new language.

Cognitive-linguistic benefits of being a fluent bilingual
speaker were obvious and ELLs who are fluent bilinguals
were found to outperform monolingual speakers.

ELLs developed conversational English over the
period of intense exercise,that appears fluent and enough
for everyday communication. They, however, still
struggled with Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency
(CALP).

exercises as Word Search or Cross Word
in vocabulary in a fun way appreciably enhanced
ing process of ELLs.

s were interviewed to detect their familiarity with
e use of strategies on a trial basis, and to determine
whether or not they introduced strategies to their students
during instruction.

ELLs exhibited tendency to use strategies with less
complex language tasks.

The study revealed that time spent and attitude toward
acquiring of English were significantly related to field
independence and moativational intensity.

The success rate on the achievement of English
language learners was found to be significantly positive.
Even after transitioning to English-only instruction, group
taught with bilingual instruction performed better on
English assessments than students who were primarily
taught in English.

The general perception is that people who speak
second languages may not speak or write them with
native-speaker-like  fluency. Such second-language
limitations may be the results of strategies of learning
(familiarizing the structure of the language), strategies of
incorporation/assimilation(making one’s learning task
much comfortable and easier),and strategies of
communication (optimal utilization of grammar and
effective communication). Applying aspects of a second
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language at a variety of phases and levels as well forms a
crucial factor in the initial learning stages of acquiring
English by ELLs.

It is furtheressential todifferentiate  between
performance and competence errors. Performance errors
are occasional andmostly relatedto memory restrictions
whereas competence errors are systematic and
characterize a transitional stage in the progression of a
grammatical rule or the phase of the speaker's knowledge.
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The English Language-Learning Experiences of
Students from L1- vs L2-Medium School
Education in Technical Colleges: A Study in
Contrast

Deepesh C

Abstract--- It is observed that students from Mother 1. INTRODUCTION

Tongue (MT)-medium backgrounds are highly motivated
to learn English and develop a felicity in English as they
see it as crucial for success. They are also good at
content in their subjects at college even if they struggle
with language ability. Research to suggest that a sound
background in MT-medium education is ideal for
education is attested by the fact that these students from
MT-medium backgrounds are quick to learn English
fluently and do well in academics as well, vis-a-vis
students who come from so-called English-Medium
schools, which are English-rich only in pretence. They
have low quality teachers of English and hardly use
English at school.

This paper argues, based on certain stude
recollection of their school experience, that MT-med
education can be considered on par with, if
than good English-medium schools in the Indi

The implication for policy-makers is to dis
mushrooming of name-sake English imedi
rural India and in disadvantaged
the country, and to encourag
there.

student
mpares their
months

respondents from the two categories and
improvement in English over a period of
when exposed to a reasonably English-rich e
at a technical college in Chennai. The growth trajectories
seen for those from Tamizh-medium backgrounds is much
higher and richer than those seen for those from English-
impoverished English-medium schools.

Keywords--- Mother-tongue medium schools, English-
medium schools, English as a second language, Language
education policy, BICS, CALP, National Curriculum
Framework 2005

Deepesh C, Assistant Professor, SSN College of Engineering,
Chennai. E-mail: deepeshc@ssn.edu.inedu

NGLISH enjoys a special place in the Indian
mindscape. Even as a few individuals see it as a
colonial tool and an agent of linguicide, most people view
English as assport to success, as an instrument of
social and e mobility. The role of English in the
Indian school ation scene is determined by the push
and pull of osing forces. One force that is
in gizes language as mother or

ovements to include languages in the
of the Indian constitution, which
andates the State to promote the Scheduled
s. This force works on the side of identity,
s and heritage.

e other force works on the side of pragmatics,
rationality and modernity. It works in support of the
languages that maximize, in their perception, the chances
of success in life. This force views languages as mere
tools of communication and 'at best', pushes for Hindi as
multilingual India’s national language. This force believes
in the promotion of English and Hindias media of
instruction in schools.

Several researchers have concluded that mother
tongue-medium education is more conducive to learning
than second-language-medium education (UNESCO,
2008, Kosonen, 2005, Mohanty, 2009). This, they argue,
is not only because learning in the home language of the
child is most effective, but also because then, children are
more likely to continue in school, and feel empowered
and confident. Needless to say, education in an unfamiliar
language (English in rural India) disadvantages,
desensitivizes and disempowers such children.

"Numerous studies continue to show the poor
educational achievement of children in submersion
education, which has a subtractive effect on their mother
tongues. In contrast, studies do show better performance
of children in their mother tongue-medium schools. But,
is research evidence enough? Why then are mother
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tongues neglected despite persuasive evidence to the
contrary? As the voiceless minorities suffer the sinister
exclusion of mother tongues, the silent elites enjoy the
pre-eminence of dominant languages such as English."
(Mohanty, 2009. p.5)

1. THE PROBLEM

However, the forces that believe in the pragmatic
utility of languages exert disproportionate pressures on
school policymakers as well as on local school
managements especially to use English as the medium of
instruction in schools right from the kindergarten level.
An added complication is the fact that several Dalit
scholars and those working to empower the marginalized
communities in India have also argued that fluency in
English is the single most important empowering tool
apart from an effective reservation policy. The societal
pressure to call a school an English-medium one is very
high in India and there are innumerable anecdotal
examples of parents working even in menial jobs
assuming that studying in English-medium schools is the
surest way for their children to succeed in life.

As a result, we have the widespread phenomenon of
state governments shifting even the government schools
to an English-medium system completely or at the least
giving parents an option of English-medium schools
most places. Consequently, parental choice of an Eng
medium school has led to the reduction of the numbe
Tamizh-medium schools in Tamil Nadu (for
This unreal need felt for English-medium e
the shape of a half-baked reality in th
innumerable teaching shops which
medium 'global’ or 'international’ sg

the liberal use of Tamizh in the classroom |

a happy
feature. Unfortunately this is not true. If one takes into

account the distinction between 'Conversational
Language' and 'Academic Language' (Cummins used the
terms 'Basic Interpersonal Communicative Skills' -BICS
and 'Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency’ - CALP*
earlier to distinguish between the fluency in
conversational speech and the more formal and technical
language needed to involve in academic discourse) that
Cummins makes. It is possible that teachers use BICS in

! CALP is defined as "the extent to which an
individual has access to and command of the oral
and written academic registers of schooling"
(Cummins, 2000, p. 67)

Tamizh to explain terms that are used in English in the
English-medium school classroom, and this somehow
translates to no CALP in Tamizh and a weak CALP in
English among the students.

This situation at the primary and secondary schools
plays out even at the tertiary levels of education, as seen
in the language abilities of students in engineering
colleges who come from schools in rural or semi-urban
Tamil Nadu, which are often English-impoverished even
though they are called English-medium schools.

I1. THE STUDY

The study looked at two categories of students
struggling with the English component of their first year
engineering courses at SSN College of Engineering,
Chennai. Thg, college, being run by a progressive
management; not only admits students of merit from
urban areas afford the fees, but also completely
sponsors any diture incurred by students of merit
from rural sch have been admitted to the college,
but canne fees. One group of students

ones (henceforth PEM for pseudo-
medium students) but who have English-
shed schooling contexts. Although at first
there is no difference between these two
ies of students, a discerning teacher in engineering
offeges can see how the former (TM) bloom into
confident users of the language and also do well in the
other subjects, while the latter (PEM) find the going
extremely arduous. At least four first-year students were
interviewed from either category to take away any bias
towards one side. The names of specific students and
anecdotal evidence are not mentioned in the paper in
order to not deviate from its central focus.

V. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO CATEGORIES

Motivation

A careful look at the two categories leads one to
notice that the motivation levels are different for the two
types of students. While the PEM students are not very
highly motivated, the TM students seem to have fires in
their bellies. For them it looks like learning English
fluently is an issue of their survival, and take it up as a
mission, and in contrast, the PEM students just want to
manage to score marks in the exams. Learning has no
other significance for them.

Adaptability

The ability to quickly change strategies and behave
according to the situation is observed among the TM
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students, whereas the PEM ones are found to be
somewhat inflexible. The former is ready to adapt to the
situation of being immersed suddenly in an English-rich
language context and quickly change their approach from
what they did as students at school. They realize that it is
no longer going to be stock questions for which one can
learn stock answers by heart and reproduce. They quickly
learn that the best way to answer questions in the test
paper is by writing original answers and not by learning
answers based on a question template alone.

The PEM students however fail to do this. They are
still trying to use the same strategies they used at school -
trying to manage to pass the test with stock answers.
While this may help them pass a test or several tests, this
won't work in the long run, and the consistently poor
performance takes a toll on their personalities.

Personality

The TM students and the PEM students both are low
in self-confidence at the beginning of the course, owing to
their lack of fluency in English and the associated feeling
of lack of self-worth. But soon enough, there can be seen
a shift in this sense of oneself. The TM students can be
seen to be full of a steely resolve to put in their best - or
whatever it takes - to pick up the nuances of the English
language. The PEM students seem more resigned to th
fact that they are not so fluent in English and don't s
enthusiastic enough to change this situation.

Language Proficiency

The essential difference in the two
students is the medium of education and the
language/languages in the school cugs .
TM students go through a school g
enables them to become profici
terms of their CALP in Tamizh,
language ability in English. In contra
do not have CALP either in Tamizh o
situation leaves them confounded and a disabled.
CALP can be argued to be crucial for one ademic
success. The challenge of the TM students is to develop
CALP in English and soon enough (within the first two
semesters), they are able to do this quite reasonably well.
The PEM students have to pick up not only CALP in
English, they are deficient in content knowledge as well
as low on confidence and other positive personality traits.

glish. This

V. CONCLUSIONS

What this implies is that if the school context cannot
provide an English-rich environment and doesn't have the
resources to provide teachers capable of using CALP in
English in the various subjects including English, it is
best to use Tamizh as the medium of instruction in school,
irrespective of the pressure from the stakeholders. This
can be argued as true across India where English-medium

schools are sprouting up exponentially. This also implies
that teachers in such engineering colleges need to employ
remedial strategies keeping this fact in mind.
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Challenges in learning English as a Language

P. Jose

The purpose of this study is to explore different
challenges that exist in learning English as a language.
This study is important in a time, when learning English
is projected as one of the major survival skills. A country
like India, where lots of English medium schools are
present, hasn’t done a dramatic change in the lives of
many students who are still allergic to the English
language, even after joining the college. Their education
in English medium from PRE-KG to 12" standard hasn’t
done much in removing the fear and hesitation when
asked to talk in English. The reasons are multi-fold, such
as, English being taught as a subject and not as a
language, teachers’ ability to teach in English and
students’ ability to understand it, Homogeneous
students group (Language wise), Socio-Political
scenarios and importance of mastering the mother
tongue before learning other languages. Studies have
proven that most of the English medium schools have
become money minting organisations, where the language
is overlooked and the subjects are memorised every time
without understanding them. The aversion to Eng
language is picked up in the classrooms and expa
further in other co-curricular and extra i
activities. The pathetic situation continues,

medium students an opportunity to lea
learning English is not a 30 days
continuous process.

l. INTRODUCTION

HE word English brings mixed and varying reactions

among different people such as faculty, students,
parents and even the politicians. English is regarded as a
status symbol by few, a challenge by few and a curse by
few else. Lots of people gained confidence because of
English language and lots of people have lost confidence
because of the same English language. Knowingly or
unknowingly, English has become part and parcel of our

Mr. P. Jose, M.A. Eng.Lit., M.Sc.Psychology., MBA(NET), Faculty
— In-charge, Language Learning Centre (S&H), Dr.Mahalingam
College of Engineering and Technology, Pollachi. E-mail -
jose@drmcet.ac.in

education and business scenarios and if the globe is a
village then English is the language. In India, people who
talk in English, gain lots of respect from all walks of
life. There were researches addressing the language skills
of the government school teachers and government school
students. But this study focuses on both government and
private schools, both Tamil medium and English medium
curriculum and both English teachers and other subject
teachers.

covers five major challenges posed in
as a language. The identified problems

students group — Language wise
scenarios
of mastering the mother tongue

* ability to teach in English and the students’
abilityite understand it

Infmost of the schools, English is taught as a subject
Ot as a language which creates knowledge gap and
language gap. The primary objective of the learning is to
understand the concept taught by the teacher and acquire
the skill needed to complete that subject but in most of the
English medium schools in Tamilnadu, even the English
language is taught as a subject and not as a language. In
addition to this, most of the English medium teachers,
including the English teachers, are not proficient in
English. This in turn makes the delivery part very difficult
from the teachers’ end, as they would be monitored by the
management to deliver the lessons in English but the
teachers’ fluency may not be enough to teach the subject
in English which results in a kind of confusion among
most students. They won’t be able to understand the
English spoken by the teacher and they won’t understand
the subject completely, thus ending up in rote learning.

Second issue is the English proficiency level of the
students. The teacher may be very fluent in English but
most students may not be able to follow their teaching in
English properly. They would be physically present in the
room but their mindswill be wandering outside the
classroom. When someone doesn’t understand the
medium of instruction, they get bored and this results in
mugging up the subjects without understanding them.
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The fact is highly visible, through the number of
English medium school teachers’ ability in explaining
things in English. While very few schools, 5% of
premium schools have got teachers, who could
communicate well and teach their subject in English, rest
of the 95% schools have teachers, who can’t
communicate or teach their subject in English, forget
about teaching effectively in English. These teachers pose
a great threat in improving the language skill of the
students because they never communicate with the
students in English.

English is taught as a subject and not as a language

The foremost reason for the aversion towards English
and the adverse result of mugging up is because English
is taught as a subject and not as a language in most of the
schools and even in college levels. For students, it’s
always about reading and writing, the last two areas of
language learning, whereas the first two areas of listening
and speaking are given less importance or no importance
at all. English Language is taught as a subject, where
there is no scope for the students to improve their
speaking skills, which in turn creates a fear among the
students to talk in English among a group andthis fear is
carried even to the colleges.

Every school in the country make students memorize
prose, poetry, and non-detailed for examination sa
where the real intention or target of learning the lang
itself is lost but the ways through which we in
target remained. In English medium schools, t i

forget about speaking effectively. It is because they learnt
English as a subject by memorizing it.

Homogeneous students group — Language wise

Most of the schools have homogeneous students, who
come from the same mother tongue speaking background.
Most of them speak English because they have to and that
too in big schools when someone is around. When they
are with their friends they switch to their mother tongue.
They don’t speak the language consciously but for name
sake. The influence of mother tongue speaking friends, is
an undeniable factor that prevents students from learning
the language and it closes all the doors for improvement.

This homogeneity of the students in terms of language
(say all are from Tamilnadu), makes it easy for the

students to communicate in Tamil. In my experience even
some of the best students who come from good schools
with very good language proficiency has reported that
they didn’t have the same environment where they could
speak in English with their peers, instead they were
looked down or mocked for speaking in English. This
peer pressure is one of the most difficult challenge to
tackle and the struggle continues.

Socio-political environment

The socio-political environment is another area of
importance to a state like Tamilnadu, where learning
through any other language is considered to be a sin. The
government promotes learning through mother tongue but
never does anything better when it comes to the second
language. The government school English teachers are in
nowhere neargthe private school teachers but only by

dren live in communities which use a
language to the one used in the local schools
J Mackenzie and Jo Walker for the Global

portance in India and even a daily labourer wants his
son or daughter to study in an English medium school,
keeping his worries of finance aside. While admitting a
kid into the school, even the parents are interviewed to
make sure that they speak in English. Most of the first
generation students struggle because they have got no one
to support them at home in terms of teaching and talking
in English.

Importance of mastering the mother tongue

Children at an early stage are thrown in a threatening
environment, entirely new to them. Few overcome the
inhibitions and get through it but most of them fail
miserably. This paved the way for the mug up and vomit
culture, where the high scorers are highly regarded and
people who score low marks are looked over. When a
child learns all the subjects in an alien language, the
interest level and the understanding levels are really low,
especially when most of the learning is compensated with
homework and tuitions. The confidence level of the child
is shattered, when the teacher starts comparing them with
other children, as each child’s learning speed differs and
each teacher’s teaching style differs. Becoming a
competent communicator and fluent reader is much
easier to accomplish initially using the mother tongue
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where there is already familiarity and vocabulary (C. responsibility in providing enough training to

Arnold, K. Bartlett, S. Gowani, & R. Merali, 2006). their teachers periodically.

3. Teachers should encourage participatory learning
and give ample opportunity to their students to
speak in English during the classes and
communicate with the students outside the
classroom in English.

4.  When the medium of instruction is in English, all
the teachers are expected to teach and interact
with the students in English and only this will
create an environment where the students will
get immersed in the language, of course to learn
a language, one needs to get immersed in that
language.

5. English should be taught as a language and not
as a subject, where the students memorize few

prose passages and few non-detailed

The child needs enough time to learn it’s mother
tongue as research provides convincing evidence that a
second language is learned best when a first language
has been learned well. Learning picks up speed with
comparative learning where the child has got
something to compare from the mother tongue when
something is told in the foreign language. If the child is
put into the school in a different language medium before
they learn their mother tongue, the chances are more that
the child won’t learn both the languages and would
develop inferiority complex. This would in turn bring a
negative attitude towards learning. Over a period of time,
this would bring an aversion to learning and the final
result would be a big knowledge gap.

Whena child starts learning a subject in a language
that the child already knows, the learning speed 6.
multiplies. The child is already familiar with the
vocabulary, the concepts, the applications and the
materials. They have everything in their environment and
so, they could visualize it and imagine it. But when it is
taught in a foreign language, the child has to start from
the beginning and that makes all the difference. A study
in Mali found that, where the mother-tongue language
of instruction was used, children were five times |
likely to repeat the year and more than three ti
less likely to drop out.

ould be counselled to develop the
e towards language learning. This is
making the students strong in
peer pressure, while learning

political scenarios should be properly
d the benefits of learning a language
parted carefully. The exploitation of
) and the global business
environment should also be informed to bring in
the seriousness of learning.

Language learning should be participatory, only
then the speaking part will be taken care of, so
that the classroom will be lively, students will
have an opportunity to practice whatever they
learnt and this in turn will boost the confidence
level of the students.

9. Children should be allowed to learn in their
's first mother tongue during the formation period, so
that they will be able to learn other language by
comparing the vocabulary in the mother tongue.
Once they become competent in their mother
tongue, English could be introduced as the

Most of the developed countries have
children learn quickly and effectively, wh
through their mother tongue. The understandl
the subject matter is far better when g
mother tongue. India, a multi-ling
learning through English mediy
played a devastating role in crea
knowledge. Research has shown tt
language is the optimal language
learning throughout primary
2008a).

Recommendations second language.

In order to learn English as a language and make 10. Schools should strive to create English speaking
learning interesting this study suggests the following zones where people are empowered to talk in
recommendations. English.

1. Teachers in the schools should attain an REFERENCES
international certificate such as, TEFL/TESOL _ _

: . everybody ready? Readiness, transition and continuity: Reflections
English as a first or second language and mere and moving forward. Background paper for EFA Global

academic qualifications should not be the Monitoring Report 2007.
measure. [2] Benson, C. (2002). Real and potential benefits of bilingual
2. More than the qualifications, it’s about the progammes in developing countries. International Journal of
|anguage proficiency and delivery methodology Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 5 (6), 303-317.
. . P [3] Janus, M., &Offord, D. (2000). Readiness to learn at school.
skill that are important. Institutions have the ISUMA, 1(2), 71-75. Retrieved April 7, 2008, from

http://www.offordcenter.com/readiness/pubs/publications.html.
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[5] King, K., & Mackey, A. (2007). The bilingual edge: Why, when,
and how to teach your child a second language. New York:
Collins.
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Emerging Literary Theories in English

R. Aarthy

Literary theory is the systematic study of the nature of
literature and methods for analyzing literature. It is
developed as a means to understand the various ways
people read texts. The most important issues in literature
theory are authorial intention and interpretive objectivity.
Literary theory develops the significance of race, class
and gender for literary study, both from the stand point of
the biography of the author and an analysis of their
thematic presence within texts. It offers varying
approaches for understanding the role of historical context
in interpretation as well as the relevance of linguistic and
unconscious elements of the text. All critical practice
regarding literature depends on an underlying structure of
ideas. The structure of the ideas that enables criticism of a
literary work may or may not be acknowledged by the
critic and the status of literary theory within the academic
discipline of literary studies contains to evolve. Different
literary theories also tend to place the emphasis upon one
function rather than another.

l. READER- ORIENTED THEORIES

‘Reader’ — theories centre themselves on the read
or ‘affective’, experience. Reader-oriented theori
no single or predominant philosophical starting
writers have considered belong to qui
traditions of thought and there are few comm
positions among them. Jauss, an i
exponent of ‘reception’ theory gave
to reader-oriented criticism.
compromise between Russian
history and social theories which g
uses the term ‘horizon of expectatio
criteria readers use to judge literary te

such a horizon. The original horizon of expectations only
tells us how the work was valued and interpreted when it
appeared, but does not establish its meaning finally. In
Jauss’s view it would be equally wrong to say that a work
is universal, that its meaning is fixed forever and open to
all readers in any period. ’A literary work is not an object
which stands by itself and which offers the same face to
each reader in each period. Jauss recognizes that a writer
may directly affront the prevailing expectations of his or
her day. Wolfgang lIser, a leading exponent of German
receptions theory, who draws heavily on the
phenomenological aestheticians Roman Ingarden and on
the work of Gadamer. Unlike Jauss , lser

R. Aarthy, AP/ ENG, Sri Vidya College of Engineering &
Technology, Virudhunagar.

decontextualizes and dehistoricizes text and reader. He
presents the text as a potential structure which is
‘concretized’ by the reader in relation to his or her extra-
literary norms, values and experience.

In Iser’s view the critic’s task is to explain not the text
as an object but rather its effects on the reader. It is in the
nature of texts to allow a spectrum of possible readings.
The term reader can be subdivided into ‘implied reader’
and ‘actual reader’. The first is the reader whom the text
creates for itself and amounts to “ a network of response-
inviting structures’ which predispose us to read in certain
ways. The ‘acttal reader’ receives certain mental images
in the pro reading; however, the images will
inevitably, be red by the reader’s existing stock of
experience. literary work does not represent
objects, _itm6 0 the extra literary world by
selecti ue systems or ‘world-views’.
of reality which help human
of the chaos of their experience. The
toire’ of such norms and suspends
in its fictional world. In Tom Jones,

characters  embody  different  norms.
y(benevolence),squire western(ruling
eternal ~ fitness of  things),

human mind as a sink of
equity),Sophia(the ideality of a natural

indications).Each norm asserts certain values at the
expense of others, and each tends to contract the image of
human nature to a single principle or perpective. The
reader is therefore impelled by the unfinished nature of
the text to relate the values of the violated by the hero in
specific incidents. Only the reader can actualize the
degree to which particular norms are to be rejected or
questioned.

Stanley Fish, the American critic of seventeenth-
century English literature, developed a perspective called
an ‘affective stylistics’. Like Iser, he concentrates on the
adjustments of expectation to be made by reader as they
pass along the text but consider this at the immediately
local level of the sentence. His attention is directed to the
words of sentences as they succeed one another in time.
Jonathan Culler has lent general support to Fish’s aims,
but has criticized him for failing to give us a proper
theoretical formulation of his reader criticism, Fish
believes that his readings of sentences simply follow the
natural practice of informed readers. In his view a reader
is someone who possesses a ‘linguistic competence’, has
internalized the syntactic and semantic knowledge
required for reading.
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An American critic who has derived approaches to
reader theory from psychology is David Bleich. His
“Subjective criticism (1978) is a sophisticated argument
in favour of a shift from an objective to a subjective
paradigm in critical theory. ‘Subjective criticism’ is based
on the assumption that ‘each person’s most urgent
motivations are to understand himself’. Reader-oriented
theories fundamentally challenge the predominance of the
text-oriented theories associated with New criticism and
Formalism. It can no longer talk about the meaning of a
text without talking into account the reader’s
contributions to it.

. LESBIAN FEMINIST THEORY:

Lesbian feminist theory emerged as a response both to
the heterosexism of mainstream culture and radical
subcultures, and to the sexism of the male-dominated Gay
Liberation Movement. It focuses the interlocking
structures of gender and sexual oppression. In particular,
lesbian feminist theory has consistently problematized
heterosexuality as an institution central to the
maintenance of patriarchy and women’s oppression
within it. Lesbian feminist theory, like lesbian feminism,
is a diverse field which draws on a wide range of other
theories and methods.

The concept of ‘compulsory heterosexuality’ was fi
articulated by Gayle Rubin (1975), and subseque
given wide circulation by Adrienne Rich in her e
‘Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian
(1980). The concept challenges the commo
of heterosexuality as natural and therefore r
explanation, unlike lesbian and gay sexuali
lesbian existence is evidence of 3
woman-bonding which cannot be
Wittig’s analogous concept of ‘t
reprinted 1992) views heterosexua
construct which is almost completely % 3
Judith Butler uses the term uahy, matrix’ to
‘designate that grid of cultural intelligib through
which bodies, genders, and desires are naturalized’.
Butler ceases to use the term in her later work but
continues to argue for the subversion of sexual identities
and for a distinction between sex, sexuality and gender in
the social ‘performances’ that constitute them.

granted.

The concepts of ‘woman identification’ and ‘lesbian
feminist com-munity’ were introduced by Radicalesbians
in their influential essay, ‘The Woman-Identified
Woman’ (1970), and further developed once more by
Adrienne Rich. Rich (1980) depicts woman-bonding as an
act of resistance to patriarchal power. Her definition
encompasses not simply sexual experience but all forms
of ‘primary intensity’ between and among women,
including relationships of family, friendship and politics.
Rich’s essay, ‘The Temptations of a Motherless Girl’,

perfectly illustrates the concepts of ‘lesbian continuum’
and the related lesbian critical ‘revisioning’. It offers a
lesbian reading of Jane Eyre which changes the focus
from a heterosexual romance plot to a narrative of loving
female pedagogy in which Jane is nurtured and educated
by a succession of female mother/mentors. Rich
convincingly demonstrates and denaturalizes the
ideological hegemony of heterosexuality in reading and
interpretative strategies. Rich’s in order to argue that
Toni Morrison’s Sula can be productively reread as a
lesbian novel,“not because the women are “lovers”, but
because they. . . have pivotal relationships with one
another’. ‘Morrison’s work poses both lesbian and
feminist questions about Black women’s autonomy and
their impact on each other’s lives.” An Overview of
Leshian Feminist Literary Criticism’, offers a more
del of lesbian textuality.

1. QUEER THEORY:
a field of post-structuralist critical

ueer theory "focuses on mismatches
er and desire.” Queer has been

ualities develops out of the specifically lesbian and
gay reworking of the post-structuralist figuring of identity
as a constellation of multiple and unstable positions.

Queer theory views the traditional and prescriptive
essentialist model of sexuality as failing to do the
conceptual work involved in the adequate description of
how desires function, and how sexualities are made.
Queer theory is a deeper philosophical challenge to the
status quo, which at the same time aims to provide
readings which at once subvert sameness and celebrate
otherness. Sedgwick has similarly attacked the
assumption that homosexuality today ‘comprises a
coherent definitional field rather than a space of
overlapping, contradictory, and conflicting definitional
forces’.

Accordingly, the starting-point for *‘queer theory’ is, in
Moe Meyer’s words, ‘an ontological challenge to
dominant labeling philosophies’. This strategy takes up
Weeks’s ‘whirlwind of deconstruction’ by contesting the
binary opposition between (among other things)
homosexuality and heterosexuality, and has taken
important effect in gay and academic communities. In the
1980s, it was feared that the spectre of AIDS would
unleash homophobic repression that gay men would be
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marginalized, and the right to a diversity of sexual
pleasure be strictly limited. Yet the message that sex must
simply be safer, not less varied, has led to the recovery
and reinvention of erotic possibilities. Gay groups are
working with sex-workers (male and female), forcing a
concern with sexuality to return to questions of class,
economics and inequality. The appearance of AIDS and
HIV shifted notions of identity, and brought with it ne